
The discovery of fire was one of the earliest of human discover-

ies. At the beginning, man sensed heat on his skin and then per-

ceived the concept of fire and temperature. Fire and its manifes-

tation in form of light and heat have contributed in many liter-

ary sources and religious books. It has being interpreted in vari-

ous manners and construed by different explanations. Some of 

these definitions have resemblances with today’s human find-

ings in the argument about heat, temperature, light and their 

spectra. In this work, we reviewed a broad range of literary, his-

torical, religious and cultural sources to gain deeper insight into 

the meaning of fire and heat in human’s thought, beliefs and 

myths from the past to today. We found a close linkage between 

predecessor’s perception and impression about heat and what is 

known today as thermal energy. It should be mentioned that we 

strictly deny the claim of their awareness of modern concepts 

such as energy or thermodynamics.  We cannot clearly explain 

how they shaped their impression about fire and heat without 

any knowledge of the nature of new science. Nevertheless, their 

though compromise with modern science.  

Gaston Bachelard: He believed in the unity of 

science and poetry. He discovered the firm 

link between literature and self-

continuousness.  

Hieronymus Cardanus believed the nature has saved 

some moderate heat in the sky, from which every-

thing is born. He says “Undoubtedly, fire is resulted 

from this celestial heat as apart of the whole crea-

tion and as a effect of motions”. 

Boerhaave, the physicist in the 18th century writes:  

“If you make mistake in the analysis of the nature, 

your mistake will be transmitted to the other fields 

of physics. This is because fire is the basic factor in 

all the products of mature”. 

Heracleitus, one of the old-time philosophers in 

metaphysics recognized fire as the origin and ba-

sics, considering as the perfect source for transfor-

mation and transmutation. 

Abu Ali Sina(980) believed that there was no in 

the ray of the sun, but this heat was the result of 

the reflection of those radiating rays which ap-

peared to be hot. 

Mowlavi, a poet  in the thirteenth century A.D,  

believed that fire has been put in truth in every 

substance of the nature as a deposit. It is the origi-

nal factor in mankind, animal, plants and solid 

 The old Greek, called the God of fire Hestia 
(entity). In the greek mythology, it is said that 
Zeus (about appearance of fire to man), ordered 
Prometheus, a Titan to create man, and then 
Prometheus brought fire from heavens and 
made it known to mankind (Green ,1370.p ,48). 

  In the Quran, light has two meanings: The ex-
trinsic meaning of the light: “It is He who creat-
ed the sun shining and created the moon radiat-
ing. (Yunus 5). The intrinsic the meaning of the 
light: “Allah is the Guardian of those who have 
believed. He takes them out of darkness and 
guides them toward light. (Baqara) 

   In Zoroastrianism, fire is a symbol of veracity. 
It will not incur pollution or impurity. It ascends 
to keep its original position. Fire burns in itself to 
give light, heat and energy to the world.  

Planck’s law: 
Temperature proved to be the key factor in system status in terms of its 

functionality and sustainability. Temperature data are needed to describe 

the processes occurring in the Earth. Thermal remote sensing can provide 

measurement of temperature for modeling thermal energy exchange at var-

ying spatial and temporal scales in different conditions. With the recent de-

velopment in remote sensing especially within the last decade, thermal re-

mote sensing data are increasingly easy to find and use. We have reported 

that system sustainability are ruled by temperature. Our findings demon-

strate that thermal remote sensing is now indispensable for defining heat 

budget in the Earth.  

The evolutionary process of collective human thought and common en-

deavor of the people through the centuries leads to today’s findings. Fire 

and its manifestation in heat has been defined with various interpretations 

in different cultures, literatures and myths. We found a close linkage be-

tween predecessor’s perception and impression about heat and what is 

known today as thermal energy. We cannot clearly explain how they 

shaped their impression about fire and heat without any knowledge of the 

nature of new science such as energy and temperature. Nevertheless, their 

though compromise with modern science. According to the recent find-

ings, temperature play important role as an efficient indicator of sustaina-

bility in landscape. Magnitude and distribution of temperature and its 

changes over time which could be traced by thermal remote sensing are of 

great importance. A concise literature review relating to fire and heat will 

broaden our knowledge about temperature and thermal remote sensing. 

    Hindus believed in Agni (the fire having hu-
man face). To them in fact, Agni is a combina-
tion of light (Aor) and heat (pierre Bayar, 
1376,p.136).  
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